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In early May, Greg Hill of Kettering 
Branch, pushed a friend (Paul Butler) in 
a wheelchair the 101 miles to Norwich 
City Hall. It was worth the blisters and 
sunburn to raise £1,000 for the physically 
handicapped in their area. Greg says they 
met great kindness along the route and a 
fine welcome at the end. 


Cover photo: David Trent 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give usa try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


II. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 

2i To give personal service. 

3, To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — tu think 
fairly. 
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From the elvor 


INTER—FAITH DIALOGUE 
in learning more and more to respect, reverence, admire and love other faiths, we 


should be making progress in the true practice of C hristianity. And the praca of the 
Christian virtue of charity need not prevent us from holding fast to what we believe 
to be the essential truths and ideals of our Christian faith. 


Arnold Toynbee 


respondent who told us that the growing practice of 
his Christian conscience (Open Forum, May 1980). 
Not the least danger of launching into real dialogue with men a other et a that 
we ourselves may drift into ‘syncretism’ or ‘indifferentism — the view that eliefs 
don’t matter; that the road we choose to follow doesn t matter since we all want the 
same end. My experience suggests that usually the choice of my road does mA a since 
wrong roads have a nasty habit of leading me to wrong destinations — a y when 
they are wide and slope gently downhill! Nevertheless, I have come to believe that we 
need to accept the tensions and the dangers involved in trying to understand and to 
accept the value of faiths other than our own. 
ie This dialogue need not — should not — imply indifferentism. Ata Cuddesdon 
House seminar earlier this year, Biship Appleton made plain his view that real dialogue 
between Christian and non-Christian could get under weigh only if we have sincere and 
strong convictions. That view is supported by other theologians who have tried to 
bridge the gap between faiths. John B Taylor, for example, wrote some ten years ago: 
If one experiences the universal relevance of one’s own religious tradition and respects 
a similar missionary conviction in one’s Muslim or Christian neighbour, then this may 
produce a more realistic dialogue than deist sentimentality or humanist solidarity. 
That may be why Pope John Paul II — a strong and convinced traditionalist — was able 
recently in Istanbul to call for a real understanding in love between Islam and 
Christianity and to have his call heard in sympathy: two people can talk with each 
other more fruitfully when each knows just where the other stands. 

In May this year, members of the congregation at St Albans Cathedral tried 
unsuccessfully to stop an inter-faith congress. They claimed that the holding of the 
congress implied that each faith was ‘a valid way to eternal life’ and that this 
contradicted the message of Jesus. I think the protestors were wrong and find myself 
more in agreement with Cardinal Hume and the Archbishop of Canterbury who sent 
messages of support to the congress. The Cardinal said: . . . such sincere efforts 
towards mutual understanding are positive steps towards preserving and promoting 
peace, moral values, social justice and the true dignity of every individual. Dr Runcie 
said that there was a crying need for us to learn. . . a deeper respect and reverence for 
one another and for different traditions and cultures. Speaking of the St Albans 
protest, the Archbishop added: . much suspicion still attaches to inter-faith work. 
Some recent ungenerous statements have implied that those active in Congress are... 
promoting a thin consomme of all the religions. Nothing in my experience could be 
further from the truth about honest and searching inter-faith dialogue. 

Of course, this dialogue presents a dilemma to the Christian since the whole 
Christian position rests on the claim that Christ’s message is unique and addressed to 
all men. (Incidentally, it is difficult for the Muslim who also believes that he has God’s 
final revelation and that Islam is for the whole world!) Christianity cannot, it seems to 
me, abandon its claim to be unique and universal but theologians must think and 
re-think just what that claim means. More and more of us find it hard to accept the 
obvious and traditional implication that other faiths, other insights, have no value. 
Unless we are content simply to consign each other to hell, we must be led to search 
for God's wisdom in our religious diversity and to confess man’s folly in our 
divisiveness. (John B Taylor). 

We're beginning to try. The new Archbishop of Canterbury has already said 
that he wants to meet and to learn from non-Christian groups. That is one start. 
Though neither the Anglican Church nor the Free Churches have yet made any serious, 
formal move to bridge inter-faith gaps, all Christian communions have members 
concerned with the need to do so. Archbishop Runcie won’t be on his own! Many in 
Toc H believe that we should be out in front. Writing recently in Point Three, the 
Director set out with clarity the questions we should be asking ourselves. Might it not 
be) he said, that because of our emphasis on the importance of experience... we 
have a particular contribution to make to the growth of understanding and mutual 
ecumenical concern and to seek a point of contact with the Jew, the Muslim, the 

Hindu and the Buddhist? 


I have great sympathy with the cor 
‘all faiths services’ conflicted with 


What do you think? FGR 
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~ All Hallows intothe’80s 


by Revd P C Kefford 


Like a beacon on Tower Hill stands All 
Hallows by the Tower, the Central 
Church of Toc H. Much has been written 
of its history. The church was founded in 
675 AD (400 years before the Tower of 
London was built), escaped the Great 
Fire of London in 1666, was bombed in 
1940 and rose like a phoenix, rebuilt by 
so many people throughout the world. 
Today, by keeping a watchful eye on the 
rapidly changing times we all live and 
work in, All Hallows is a vibrant centre 
for creative and positive living. By 
building on its long history, it now looks 
to the 80s as an exciting decade in which 
to live. 


Serving the Individual and the 
Community 

For those with an interest in history, the 
Undercroft Museum has a splendid 
example of a Roman pavement from a 
villa that stood on the site 1800 years 
ago. On show, too, are Roman and Saxon 
artefacts, a model of Roman Londinium, 
relics from the mediaeval church and a 
Crusader altar. Registers of the church 
record the baptism of William Penn (later 
to found Pennsylvania) the marriage of 
John Quincy Adams (sixth President of 
the United States) and the burial of 
Archbishop William Laud (beheaded on 
Tower Hill in Stuart times). 


Apart from history, the life of All 
Hallows todays throbs with variety and 
interest. Many people every day use All 
Hallows for strength and guidance in the 
busy working City. Music provides a 
relaxing lunch-time break on Thursday 
when Professor Gordon Phillips gives two 
organ recitals; on Monday when we have 
a weekly programme of recorded music; 
we also sponsor occasional Wednesday 
recitals ranging from German Brass Band 
music to Elizabethan Lute Songs. 
Occasionally, too, there are evening 
recitals after the bustle of the City has 
died down and time is less limited. 


International and local art exhibitions 
have become a feature of our All Hallows 
annual diary. Many people enjoyed 
looking at, and buying from, the Naive 
Art Exhibition, the flower studies of 
Brian Higbee and paintings by Toc H’s 
Headquarters Chaplain, John Hull, and 
All Hallows’ Vicar, Peter Delaney. There 
have been exhibitions, too, of jewellery 
and art from the USA and we have plans 
for a major exhibition of American 
textiles during the summer of 1980. 
Drama is not neglected: excerpts from 
important plays and musicals were 
featured last summer, Mystery Plays were 
performed in the City streets two years 
ago and, in July this year, we shall mount 
a production of ‘Betjemania’, with words 


by the Poet Laureate set to music with 
his approval. 


Then, many people value our “Tuesday 
Break’, which offers a lunch-time 
interlude when business people can break 
away from the activity of the City to 
think and pray and meet one another. It 
is designed to stimulate thought and a 
sense of God's blessing on life and work. 
With the opening of the new Refectory, 
what has been a weekly lunch time buffet 
is extended to five days a week and 
provides valuable facilities for people to 
meet and talk. (1) 


Business Houses Council 

Alongside all this activity, All Hallows’ 
Business Houses Council, made up of 
people from the Business Houses that 
now surround the church, sponsors 
regular lunches and receptions. It 
provides a forum for the exchange of 
ideas on contemporary issues and it 
actively supports our Annual Flower 
Festival, our Harvest Thanskgiving and 
the Carol Services at Christmas. Once a 
year it organises a weekend conference at 
St George’s House, Windsor Castle, which 
gives an opportunity for lengthier 
consideration of some topical subject, 
with speakers of international repute. 
Last year the theme was ‘The Creation of 
Wealth’, this year the conference title is: 
“Who do I belong to?” 


A Centre for Worship 

At the heart of All Hallows’ life lies its 
secret — the continuing praise of God and 
acclamation of the Risen Christ. All 
denominations are welcome as full 
members of our community. There is a 
celebration of the Eucharist at a different 
time each day. Prayers from the Prayer 
Board inside the door of the church are 
offered in our intercessions so that 
everybody can share in them. Each 
Wednesday we pray by name for 
Companies related to the parish. We also 
follow the Toc H monthly cycle of 
intercessions, so that the Movement is 
named in prayer throughout the week. 
Our seven-day-week ministry includes a 
Sunday Sung Eucharist to which we 
welcome young and old alike. All these 
services, together with weddings, 
baptisms, memorial and thanksgiving 
services and a regular healing service, are 
set in the context of a lively and relevant 
style of worship. 


A Source of Strength in the Working City 
Through worship, through quiet and 
relaxation, through the many activities 
that go to make up the contemporary life 
of All Hallows, we continue to offer an 
open door to the presence of God in the 
City. On the personal level, a counselling 


and advice centre is always available 
which takes into account the pressure and 
tempo of City life and work. The staff are 
ready to help and listen, no matter what 
the problem. Many hundreds of men and 
women use All Hallows not only 
Spiritually but also as a centre for meeting 
and for creative celebration. 


Into the 80s 

Such is the pattern of the life of All 
Hallows today, though only the tip of the 
iceberg can be shown in this short article. 
Throughout the year, Toc H members 
from this country and overseas come to 
All Hallows. The Lamp of Maintenance 
burns continually in the Lady Chapel, the 
arms of many Branches adorn the pews 
in the church. Some Toc H members 
come on a nostalgic journey, and leave 
fired with new vigour and enthusiasm for 
tomorrow. Major Toc H happenings still 
take place throughout the year and we 
are proud to welcome them. All Hallows 
continues to hum with life as it serves 
men and women who journey to Tower 
Hill — visitors, tourist parties and City 
workers alike. It proclaims the love of 
Géd to all and welcomes them in the 
name of God. 1980 is our Year of 
Renewal — emphasizing that new life is 
all around us. And if you care about us, 
why not join the Friends of All Hallows 
(£2 minimum subscription a year) and 
play a part in our life? 


We're in business for people into the 80s 
— and you are some of the people! 


(1) On 28 April, the Lord Mayor of 
London opened a modern refectory in 
All Hallows’ ancient Porch Room. The 
Refectory is manned by a full time 
caterer with a large band of voluntary 
helpers. From 12 to 2pm (Mondays to 
Fridays) they will serve light lunches to 
enable members of the business 
community, tourists and visitors to the 
church to eat in a unique setting at a 
reasonable price. — Editor 
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In Brief... 


© We have just heard of a member who 
has received a rare honour. On 10 April, 
Canon John Webdell, a Norwich District 
member was made a Freeman of the City 
of London. Canon Webdell lives in 
Hethersett and has spent most of his 
ministry in Norfolk but he was born in 
London and was ordained (50 years ago) 
in St Paul’s Cathedral. When he took the 
ancient oath as a Freeman, he joined a 
small select band: only 50 people a year 
are appointed. 


© The active Cromer (Norfolk) Men's 
Branch has just set itself a new record 
(and a new target for 1981!) by raising 
£175 in just two hours. They held what 
they called a ‘cottage coffee morning’ 
which turned itself into a ‘spring garden 
party’. The weather was sunny and warm, 
and large numbers turned up to ‘bring 
and buy’. The money raised has been 
placed in the Branch’s special fund which 
is used to provide outings for patients in 
the local geriatric hospital. For these 
annual outings, the Branch uses the 
Norwich St Christopher Coach which is 
specially equipped with a chair hoist. Once 
a year, these friends of the Branch have 
been able to ride in style and revisit 
places in the county they know and love. 
This year, they will have a second trip, 
planned to include a theatre matinee. 


© Tavistock (Devon) Branch (ell us that 
they have been fortunate enough to be 
able to appoint a new Branch padre to 
replace Revd Ken Watkins who died in 
February. (There was a full obituary note 
in our May issue.) Their new padre is 
Revd Gordon Ford, a minister of the 
United Reform Church who has had 
contact with Toc H in various parts of the 
country. 


© A member of Broadwater (W Sussex) 
Women’s Branch has written to tell us ot 
some of their recent activities. 

‘On May 14 we collected a par ty 
of elderlies for a morning coach ride = 
some of them were us! It was a glor: tous 
day, unlike some we have experienced 
during the several years we have done 
this. As we bowled through the lovely 
green Sussex country, the chestnut 
candles, and lilac and cherry blossom 
brought “Oohs” and “Ahhs” from us all. 
We stopped for coffee on a hill outside 
Arundel where we sat on pretty white 
iron chairs, basking in the sunshine. As 
often before, | marvelled at the courage 
of some of our handicapped passengers 
who were determined to enjoy every 
minute and refused offers of coffee in the 
coach. Struggling on sticks and the arms 
of friends, pulled and lifted on and off 
the coach by the hands of the kind, 
young driver, they took their full part in 
everything. How difficult it is to be old, 
sometimes! One particularly arthritic lady 
said between puffs, “Oh, you've no idea 
how long it took to get ready for this 
and I wondered if it was worth it”. “Is 
it?” she was asked. “Oh yes, every time” 
she said. 

‘One of our members recently 
spent the week with 21 handicapped 
people who came here for a holiday (this 
was a Southdown District project). Joan 
had been a nurse who had had to retire 
early owing to ill health, so she was a 
huge help during the week, helping with 
the visitors in every way, often 
unexpected. The whole party, including 
volunteers, came to meet our Branch one 
afternoon when they played games, ate a 
hearty tea and were delighted by a lady 
with puppets. Miss Alexander did not 
actually make her puppets act but she 


introduced us to each one, with a Story 
about them and clearly to her — and tous 
— they were real people. Afterwards, she 
let everyone handle and examine them 
and as she had been a nurse, most Weird 
and wonderful hospital throw-aways had 
gone into their making! Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon 
especially the unusual entertainment. 

‘So many of the things we do 
make me realise the great effort at 
co-operation made by those we are 
seeking to help. The shy, the 
handicapped, the blind people all do their 
best to reciprocate and often, it seems to 
me, we are the ones who have the 
benefits. '. 


@ Rushden Pytchley (Northants) 
Women’s Branch recently held a fashion 
show in aid of the local St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade who are in urgent 
need of a new vehicle. More than 200 
people supported the event and a clear 
£100 was raised. 


© Conwy (Gwynedd) Branch Secretary 
has written to tell us of a successful Flag 
Day effort in April which covered house 
to house collections across Conwy, 
Llandudno Junction and Deganwy. This 
is a large area which was covered with the 
help of Deganwy Women’s Branch and 
local friends of Toc H. The magnificent 
result was the sum of just on £360 to be 
spent on Conwy Branch's local work. As 
in 1979, Conwy make special mention 
of their member Barry Johns who, in 
four days house to house collecting in 
Deganwy, raised £63. This achievement is 
not only a tribute to the work put in by 
all the collectors but also indicates the 
high regard in which Toc H is held in the 
area. 


World Chain of Light 1980 


We can now confirm that this year’s 
Chain will start in Nelson, New 


Zealand. 
Nelson is a cathedral city, a 


fishing port and manufacturing centre, 
with a population of 33,000. It has a 
fine climate and has become a popular 
holiday centre: by mid-December, the 
town will be getting booked up with 
visitors for the summer holidays. 
Nelson’s guide book describes it as 
‘ . . a city of gardens and gorgeous 


sunsets, looking out over Nelson 
Haven and the broad curve of Tasman 
Bay to the tall Tasman mountains .. . 
Her streets and parks echo the exploits 
of the admiral after whom she was 
named as well as those ships which 
brought the pioneer settlers . . ? 

The Bishop of Nelson, Peter 
Sutton, is a Toc H member and will 
take part in the ceremonies. 

A few years ago, Nelson 
Branch instituted the first hospital 


radio service in New Zealand. They 
have also been concerned in setting up 
a young people’s volunteer group 
which is doing valuable work. 

The Branch is already engaged 
in preparing a World Chain of Light 
message for distribution and we shall 
pass this to Branches in this country as 
soon as it is available. In the UK, we 
shall be celebrating on Friday 
12 December. 


mee | 
Adrian Dudman takes over from Gilbert 
Francis as the Movements General 
Secretary on I July 


Adrian is in his very early 40s and has 
spent the last 15 years on the field staff 
in the NE Region. In that time, he has 
been closely associated with a number of 
‘headline’ projects which have attracted 
wide attention. These include the 
Alnmouth Camp, pioneering work of 
importance in Washington New Town, 
support to the great Ursula Lefroy in her 


demanding role in Newcastle, strong and 
successful support to Colin Gregg’s dream 
which produced Talbot House, Seghill, 
setting up and working with projects 
which formed part of the Apprentices 
Training Scheme at Caterpillar Tractors, 
the Ayresome Neighbourhood Scheme in 
Middlesbrough, the still spreading Toc H 
‘Friendship Circles’, the Jimmy Savile 
Caravan Committee in the NE ...and so 
on! A NE Region member who has been 
a close associate of Adrian for the whole 
of this time writes ‘Toc H, in this neck of 
the woods, has been blessed in the quality 
of its staff: Adrian has been a worthy 
member of such an on-going team and all 
our best wishes go to him and his family 
as he moves to take on this new task...’ 


Adrian started his working life doing 
practical farm work in Surrey. He met 
and joined Toc H in Woking in 1955 — 
shortly before starting his National 
Service. His period of National Service 
with the Royal Surreys took him to 
Singapore, Malaya and Germany. During 
his Malaysian tour, he worked with Toc H 
both ‘up country’ and in Singapore and 
in Germany he built up a working Toc H 
group. After National Service, Adrian 
returned to the Guildford area and joined 
Cow and Gate Farms, where he rose to 
the position of accountant and controller 
of their bacon pig breeding section. He 
became active in our Guildford Branch, 
helped set up Cranleigh Branch and 
served as Central Councillor and as Area 
Chairman. He was a member of the 


Toc H team visiting Central Africa in 
1965. 


Adrian married his wife Anne in 1959 
and they have four children. Adrian and 
Anne will both be much missed in the 
NE but I know that everyone there 
wishes them well as they extend the range 
of their already great contribution to the 
Movement. And, of course, we're 
delighted to have them with us: as 
Charles Kingsley said in a slightly 
different context, ‘Welcome, wild North 
Easter’! 


srancnes elected 
members during Añril and May: 


Tie followmg new 


4 — Levenmouth (j) Group, Nailsea (m) 
3 — Alfreton (m), Fleet Photons (j) 
Group, Great Harwood (m), 
Stourbridge (j) 

Bakewell (j), Criccieth (m), 
Culcheth Aquarius (Warrington) (j) 
Sandown/Shanklin (j), Winchester 
Flintstones (j) Group, Woking (w) 
Accrington (j), Anstey (w), 
Burraton (m), Calstock (m), 
Cavendish District, Colwyn Bay 
Crieff (m), Gillingham (m), 
Guisborough (j), Hampden Park (w) 
Hemel Hempstead (w), Kennington, 
London (j), Llandudno Central (w) 
Woking (j) 


\ wann welcome to 46 new inembers 


Auf Wiedersehn! 


Gilbert Francis has been General 
Secretary for the past 10 years and moves 
to Germany this summer to succeed 
Keith Rea as Toc H Commissioner and 
Chairman of CVWW/BAOR. The Director 
writes: 

‘This is not the occasion for a full scale 
obituary. Gilbert is not only very much 
alive; he is simply moving from one 
important job in Toc H to another which 
is equally responsible and demanding. It 
is, however, an opportunity for us to 
express our appreciation of the 
contribution which he has made to the 
Movement as General Secretary. And I 
am glad of the opportunity of saying 
publicly how much I have appreciated his 
support and friendship during the past 
five years when we have worked closely 
together at Headquarters. That Gilbert is 
a ‘workaholic’ is no secret — none of us 
has been able to cure him of that. It 
springs, after all, from a deep sense of 
commitment and dedication to the 
Movement he has served for so long. What 
I have appreciated — and relied on — still 


more is his judgement and his remarkable 
combination of a sound business sense 
with a very real compassion. We shall 
miss him on the Team at Wendover and 
wish him well in his new sphere of work.’ 


At the May 
Executive Committee, 
CEC Chairman said 

‘This is the last CEC meeting in which 
Gilbert will occupy the position of 
General Secretary . . . We will miss his 
wisdom. I use the word advisedly. At the 
Central Council we tried to express our 
gratitude for his wisdom, guidance and 
knowledge and I wish to do that for the 
contribution he has made to the Central 
Executive Committee. Many CECs in the 
past will have had cause to say thank you 
to him but I would like to say it on 
behalf of this present CEC. If I may be 
personal, I would like to say “thank you” 
as a novice in this august position for the 
many ways he has helped me, instructed 
me, endeavoured tə keep me on the right 
lines and I am grateful to him for making 


meeting of the Central 
Rose Radford 


Photo: Eileen Clark 


| 


the task so much less onerous .. . From 
us all | express our gratitude to him for 
his friendliness, for his fantastic memory, 
for his belief and his understanding of 
Toc H — in saying “Thank you, Gilbert” 
on behalf of the CEC I wish you well in 
your new sphere of duties and (as I 
quoted at Central Council) . . . of the 
Queen of Sheba 

“the half of your wisdom has not been 
told” * 


E] 


5 


From the 
DIEGOON 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


The Warden Manor Awards 


Sixteen Branches and Districts have 
received grants totalling £3,090 under the 
Warden Manor Award Scheme. The 
Scheme was set up on the initiative of 
Mr C Jackson Cole from money arising 
from the sale of Warden Manor, the house 
on the Isle of Sheppey where many 
Toc H members have spent enjoyable 
holidays in the past. It was intended to 
encourage local activities designed to 
spread the influence of Toc H. The 
applications, which requested about four 
times the amount available for 
distribution, were assessed by a panel 
consisting of Bill Barnes, Betty Cornick 


and ‘Doc’ Mitchell, under the 
chairmanship of our Vice-Patron the Hon 
Angus Ogilvy. 


The two largest awards, of £500 
each, have gone to Bakewell Branch, in 
Derbyshire, and to Greathouse Cheshire 


Home Branch, in Wiltshire. 

application was for money 
materials for improvements 
building in which they meet. ai 
building, which is used by se n 
community groups, has M the a 
received a grant towards running a 
from the local authority. This grant S 
been a victim of the ‘cuts’. Bakewe 


Branch are determined that Ta 
community facility should not be a 
and believe that the propose 


nable the building to 
d and therefore to 
e work will be 


improvements will e 
be more fully use l 
become self supporting. D 
done by volunteers under the leadership 


of Branch members. The Greathouse 
award will be used towards the erection 
of a Chapel/Quiet Room at the Home. 

Borders District in Scotland have 
received £300 towards the provision of 
aids to hearing systems on wards for 
elderly patients at Dingleton Hospital 
in Melrose. The work will be done by 
volunteers. A similar amount has gone 
to Bramley Branch, Leeds, to start a film 
club both for elderly people and for 
children in the area. 

Fakenham Branch in Norfolk are 
initiating a flashing light emergency alarm 
system for elderly or disabled people 
living on their own. They have received 
£150 as have the Hitchin and Biggleswade 
Development Team in Hertfordshire for 
the provision of an Access Guide for the 
Disabled. This project will include 
substantial numbers of volunteers, some 
recruited locally and some from farther 


afield, including several who are 
themselves disabled. 
One of the most imaginative 


applications came from Teesside District. 
As its contribution to ‘Thank You’ year 
it is offering ‘free’ membership of Toc H 
for this year to all the people in the 
District who are actively associated with 
the work of Toc H — some 90 people in 


all. During the year they will be | 
Point Three and invited to all local T 
events. At the end of the year they can 
decide whether or not they wish to a 
in Toc H in the normal way, Whet 
this idea will bring many people Ts 
regular Toc H membership it is Obvioug, 
too early to say but it is already clea; that 
those concerned have greatly appreciated 
being made to feel part of the family ‘i 
this way. One of five awards of £109 Boe 
towards the cost of implementing this 
idea. 

A similar amount goes iS 
Pickering Branch in Yorkshire to help 
with the organising of a ‘Kick-Start? 
motor-cycle event to raise funds for a 
local sports club. 

Perhaps the most difficult 
decision the panel had to take related to 
the substantial number of applications 
received for schemes which are really 
part of the Movement’s normal summer 
activities. The panel finally made grants 
to five children’s holidays. (Sevenoaks 
Branch, West Herts District, Rhyl North 
Branch, Mold Branch, North Wales and 
North West Region.) These are not the 
new initiatives which the Warden Manor 
Award Scheme was designed to 
encourage. However the panel decided 
that these particular applications filled 
the other criteria for the scheme, in that 
they would introduce a significant 
number of new people to Toc H, and 
should therefore be helped. Other awards 
went to Calstock Branch, Comwall, 
Hemlington Branch, Cleveland and the 
Moseley Centre in Birmingham. 

Decisions on the future of the 
Scheme will be taken in the autumn. 
It is expected that further Awards will be 
available in 1982. If the Scheme is 
indeed repeated, all Branches will, as this 
time, be sent information some six 
months before the closing date for 
applications. 


È x j y 
The Mayor of Kettering presents £350 
worth of audio equipment for the use of 
the old folk resident at Lonsdale House. 
The equipment was the gift of Kettering 
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Branch. Branch Chairman John Poole 
explained that the much needed gift was 
made in faith that thev could pay jor it 
and the Branch now has to raise the cost 


What a find! A lucky lady at Hackney 5 
giant jumble sale which raised over £2 
for their Under Five Play Association. 
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"Help your dlie 
tothe help 
they nee 


There are probably quite a number of people who 
could benefit from some of the helpful services 
provided by British Gas—but who are unaware of 
them. People like the elderly and disabled. 

E = You could help them to the help they need by 
ER spreading the word more among your clients. 

We will gladly provide you with explanatory leaflets about special 
help for disabled people, gas safety, easy payments and other helpful 
services we can offer. Just ring—or write to your local Home Service 
Adviser. You'll find the address and telephone number below. 


SCOTTISH GAS WEST MIDLANDS GAS SEGAS 
Chief Home Service Adviser, Regional Home Service Adviser, Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Scottish Gas, Granton House, West Midlands Gas,5 Wharf Lane, Segas. Katharine Street, Croydon, 
4 Marine Drive, Solihull, West Midlands, B91 2JP. CR9 IJU. Tel: 01-688 4466. 
Edinburgh, EH5 1YB. Tel: 021-705 6888. 


Tel: 031-552 6271 SOUTHERN GAS 


WALES GAS Regional Home Service Adviser, 
NORTZEN CAS Chief Home Service Adviser. Southern Gas, P.O. Box 103, 
Wales Gas, Snelling House, St. Mary's Road, Southampton, 


] “ry Cae Norone 5 
Northern CES INDE House. Bute Terrace, Cardiff, CF] 2UF. SOY 7GH. Tel: 0703 82-4124. 
P.O. Box IGB, Killingworth, Tel: 0222 33131 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE99 IGB. 

Tel: 0632 683000. SOUTH WEST GAS 
EASTERN GAS Regional Home Service Adviser, 

Regional Home Service Adviser, South West Gas, Riverside, 


Regional Home Service Adviser, 


NORTH WEST GAS 


Regional Home Service Adviser, Eastern Gas, Star House. Temple Street, Keynsham, Bristol, 
North West Gas. Welman House, Potters Bar, Herts. ENG 2PD. BSIS LEQ. Tel: 027-36 61717. 
Altrincham, Cheshire, WAIS 8AE. Tel: 77 51151. 

Tel: 061-928 6311. 


BRITISH GAS HOME 
NEGAS NORTH THAMES GAS SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
Regional Home Service Adviser Chief Home Service Adviser, The Home Service Adviser. 
Negas, 5-7 New York Road, Leeds, North Thames Gas, The Home Economist, British Gas 
ES? 7PE. Tel: 0532 36291. North Thames House, London Road, Marketing Division, 
Staines, Middx., TWI8‘4AE. 326 High Holborn, London, 

EMGAS Tel: 81 61666. WCIV 7PT Tel: 01-242 Q789. 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Emyas. P.O. Box 145, 
De Montfort Street, Leicester 


LE] YDB. Tel: 0533 50022. BRITISH GAS 


From 2 - 1 1 May, a group of Borstal boys 
and staff walked the 140 miles from 
Feltham Borstal near Staines to 
Lowdham Grange, Notts. They were 
repeating a 1930 walk which heralded the 
start of the first open Borstal in the 
country. Both in 1930 and in 1980. 
Toc H Branches provided meals and 


We have received the following account 
from Ted Curry (Abington Men’s Branch) 
of the walkers’ night stop there on 7 May. 
We are printing this in full because, from 
all we hear, the Abington experience was 
typical of the calm, efficient way in 
which Branches along the route handled 
their very short notice commitment to 
feed and accommodate the walkers. 


The Northampton Branches were asked 


accommodation along the route. The 
boys decided to make their 1980 effort 
a sponsored walk in aid of Jimmy Savile's 
appeal for the rebuilding of the saa 
Mandeville spinal unit: at the time 0 
writing, we have received £673 and more 
may be to come. 


by the Director if they would provide 
overnight accommodation and catering 
for a party of 20 walkers on 7 May. 
Despite the small number of active 
members available in our Branches, they 
agreed to tackle this job and they scored 
another notable success. 


Under the energetic leadership of Arthur 
Ward, Abington Branch chairman, and 
with his painstaking attention to the 
small details, the use of St Mark's, 
Whitehills, church hall was obtained; 
camp beds were borrowed from the Drill 
Hall to supplement those the members 
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Our April issue carried the full story 
the Lowdham Grange walk. 

marathon ended on 11 May when 
g00 people gathered on the Low 
lawns for a 50th anniversary rededicatj 
service conducted by Rt Revd Denis 
Wakeling, Bishop of Southwell. George 
Barnett represented Toc H Headquarters 
and Sue Cumming. of Mid-Eastern 
Regional staff was there. The sizeable 
Toc H contingent included members ai 
the Bingham Branch who were hosts on 
the last night of the walk and who have 
a long history of involvement with 
Lowdham Grange. Other guests included i 


W The walkers 


af the journey in 


Wendover 


could supply; the Whitehills Squash 
Centre kindly made their showers 
available; and not least the catering (by 
the ladies’ Branch) was put in hand. An 
evening meal of shepherds pie, carrot and 
cauliflower, topped up with home made 
apple pie, was prepared and was 
acclaimed absolutely first class (especially 
the apple pie) No hint of counting 
calories! 


Thanks to a donation from our District 
project fund and other donations in cash 
and kind, to Baxter's the butchers for 


some discount, to Northern Dairies for 


Lady Masham, the MP for Newark, the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Gedling and the 
Prison Service’s Chief Inspector, 


At the closing ceremony, George Barnett 
presented a Toc H commemorative 
plaque to the Governor of Lowdham and 
received on Toc H’s behalf a special 
plaque, designed and made by Lowdham 
instructor Derek Whitworth to show a 
symbolic view of prison gates opening on 
to the countryside. This plaque now has a 
place of honour at Wendover: we hope to 
print a picture of it in position in a later 
issue. 


free milk, the cost to the Branches was 
quite modest. 


A time-table had been arranged but such 
was the enthusiasm of the walking party 
to be up and on their way that they were 
over an hour early at every point. A van 
brought bedding and equipment to the 
Branch meeting room (two members had 
repaired a hole in the floor the previous 
day!) where it was retained under lock 
and key till it was required later at St 
Mark’s hall. An early start was made on 
Thursday morning in the next stage to 
Corby and it is only right to say that they 
left the hall all spick and span. 


As requested the Branch arranged for a 
doctor to be on call and it happened that 
one lad needed medical attention — 
fortunately not for anything serious. In 
addition the doctor very kindly went 
along to St Mark’s hall and examined the 
feet of all the walkers. One or two blisters 
were noticed. 


Some members of Northampton Toc H, 
who could not be involved otherwise, 
have arranged sponsoring to raise funds 
for the new spinal injuries unit at Stoke 
Mandeville, but at the time of writing the 
amount raised is not known. 


Some of the Toc H members who 
attended the service at Lowdham on the 
last day of the walk. In the centre, 
Lowdham Deputy Governor Harry Crew 
and Toc H Finance Secretary George 
Barnett hold the plaque presented to 
Toe H to commemorate our involvement 
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AT end of the road! The marchers 
arrived, led in by the band of 4th Carlton 
Scouts, to warm applause from the 
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in the 1930 and 1980 walks. On the far 
left of the picture is Tom Hayes, 
Lowdham’s Governor from 1957 to 
1961: Tom is a godson of Tubby’s anda 
one time player in the Toc H Rugger 
Club. 


crowds gathered in the open air arena 
where the service took place. 


We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In December 
Helen C Morrison (Central Overseas) 


In January 
Arthur H Batchelor (Whetstone and 
Finchley) 


In February 
Laura E Macallam (Torquay) 


In March 
Thomas Fairclough (Thornton Cleveleys) 


In April 

Harold Crosby (Wortley-de-Leeds) 
Alexander Martin (Northants District) 
Ted Pendered (Wellingborough) 
Richard Sarginson (Merseyside District) 
Mary K Warren (Taunton) 


In May 

Kathleen T Eve (Clacton on Sea) 
Gwladys Jones (Acton & Garden Village) 
Erica T Lee (Derby District) 

Wilfrid Lord (Stockport District) 

Evelyn D Peters (Exmouth) 

Edwin G Pitkin (Tonbridge) 

Patricia Tapp (RHHI) 


Fred Taylor, a founder member of 
Chalfont (Bucks) Branch died on 25 
March. A Yorkshireman by birth and 
temperament, Fred first met Toc H in 
Egypt where he was serving on a regular 
RAF engagement. He retired in the rank 
of Squadron Leader and settled in 
Chalfont St Giles where, with Len Scarfe, 
he set about forming a Toc H Branch in 
the Centre for Epilepsy. To this day, 
most Branch members are residents of 
the Centre and much of their effort is 
devoted towards improving understanding 
of epilepsy. Fred served for a period as 
Branch Chairman and as Central 
Councillor. Chalfont will miss his energy 
and enthusiasm and his fund of cheerful 
stories. 


One of the Toc H ‘characters’ died in 
March — William (‘Baldy’) McGill. He 
joined the old Brockley Branch just after 
the last war and appointed himself ‘tea 
maker’. When Brockley closed he 
remained a General Member until some 
five years ago his health deteriorated 
sadly. He was always completely deaf and 
his wife totally blind: she used his eyes 
and he used her ears. Two of his Branch 
colleagues taught themselves the manual 
alphabet so that they could converse 
directly with him at Branch meetings. 
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Thornton Cleveleys (Lancs) Joint Branch 
write to tell us that one of their founder 
members. Tom Fairclough, died suddenly 
in March, Tom was widely known and 
highly valued for his quiet effective 
contribution to the Movement 
throughout the Fylde. 


Etwall Church was full on 12 May for the 
funeral of Erica Trevelyan Lee who had 
joined the staff of Toc H Women’s 
Association in 1946 after five years in the 
Forces. Erica was one of the few staff 
recruited via the press and from time to 
time reminded Headquarters that she had 
heard a committee member say that ‘no 
good ever came out of a newspaper 
advertisement’! As Regional Secretary 
she was responsible for East and West 
Midlands, Notts and Derby, and Oxford 
and Thames Valley, where she helped to 
launch successfully some of the first 
joint branches. Throughout her years on 
the staff, her work was marked by quiet 
consistency and thorough preparation of 
all she undertook, be it the groundwork 
required prior to starting a new Branch 
the careful planning of a training 
weekend or in introducing a new member 
of staff to the basic aims and phraseology 
of Toc H. (She had herself, she said, 
waited long to discover when ‘the teams’ 
were going to play!) One of her early 
special assignments was as Festival 
Secretary in 1948. She was constantly on 
the look-out for potential leaders 
amongst the membership and more than 
one staff member has been appointed 
through her discerning eye. She was a 
natural hostess and many of us have 
enjoyed the warmth of her hospitality 
and the drives into her beloved 
Derbyshire countryside, where, even ona 
Bank Holiday, she could find a peaceful 
spot. Erica was a delightful companion, 
whether sharing the leadership of an 
Oberammagau party or on a personal 
holiday. 

After retiring in 1960 she 
continued her life-long interest in the 
Guide movement at various levels, and 
over recent years has been engaged in the 
exacting task of Braille transcription. 
Choral singing, WI activities (including 
‘Well-dressing’ — an art particularly 
associated with her part of the country), 
reading, needlework and other crafts, and 
battling with her large garden have all 
contributed to a lively and balanced 
mind. With the acquisition of Alison 
House, Erica with her local knowledge 
has been a most useful member of the 
Committee. One of the causes for her 
greatest satisfaction, expressed recently, 
was that her wide circle of friends 
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included not only her contemporaries but 
also a large number of young people; with 
Erica there was no generation gap: her 
creative pursuits and interest in people 
bridged the years. 
We will indeed remember her with 
thanksgiving. 
MF 
o = o 
‘It is hard for those of us who knew Fred 
Brook (who died on 12 May) to think of 
him as a man living on borrowed time. 
Although in his 83rd year, he maintained 
his energy and interests. On moving to 
Whitby from Mirfield some years ago, he 
found an outlet for his talents and 
enthusiasm in the local Probus Club, but 
his convictions and love for Toc H 
remained, and he stayed an active District 
member. His introduction to Toc H in the 
Huddersfield Area was in the 1950s and 
with the drive of a younger man, he soon 
became totally committed. His 
outstanding qualities of leadership 
through his wit as a speaker were 
unmistakable. As a consequence he held 
various offices at District and Area level 
and also served as a Central Councillor. 
Fred was a fearless man, uncompromising 
on principles, yet basically most tolerant 
and a man who had a great love for his 
fellows. He was a ‘happy warrior’ for 
everything that was good, had a grand 
sense of humour and left us with many 
cherished memories of his friendship 
when he left Huddersfield for Whitby. 
Our thanks for his long and faithful 
service and our deep sympathy to Mrs 
Brook and their two sons, Martin and 
Roger.” 
DH 


We give thanks for their lives 


Find a Friend 
Week 


The 1980 Find a Friend Week runs 
from 20-27 September. Together with 
other voluntary bodies, we have agreed 
to join with Women’s Realm again in 
their attempt to reach the lonely. 

Whether or not your Branch 
shares in this is, of course, entirely up 
to you. But please make your 
donation for the right reasons. If you 
decide to take part, you will be trying 
to give. not trying to get. This is not a 
membership drive. The object is to 
provide the means for as many caring 
people as possible to reach out in 
friendship to the desperately lonely 
people around us. 

A full account of what we are 
trying to do (and why!) will go to 
every Branch with their July mailing 
of Prayer Across the World. 


Ready to Die — The Story of Edith 


Cavell 
by Brian Peachment 


A Home for all Children — The 
Story of Dr Barnardo 
by Geoffrey Hanks 


‘Ready to Die’ is the story of Nurse Edith 
Cavell, who helped smuggle over 200 
British soldiers out of Belgium during the 
First World War, until she was executed 
by the German authorities in 1915. 
‘A Home for All Children’, follows the 
story of Doctor Barnardo, and his efforts 
to set up homes for poor children in 
London, during the last century. 

I would suggest that the series 
would be suitable for the 9-13 year old 
age group, as a section at the back of each 
book contains questions for discussion, 
and sets a topic for the reader to pursue, 
which relates to the wider issues of the 
book. The younger reader can therefore 
answer the questions about the story, 
while an older reader can use the book as 
a basis for deeper thought and further 
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IF aith in Action’ is the general title of a series of some 20 short illustrated books 
covering the lives and work of well known figures in Christian history. All the books 
are published by Religious Education Press. The general editors of the series are 


Geoffrey Hanks and David Wallington. 
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study. The series is also suited to group 
work, with further information about 
films and tapes printed in the back of the 
book, to help teacher or pupil pursue the 
topic further. 
‘ The real value of the series is that 
it opens up avenues for thought, sets 
Practical work for the reader to follow, 
and being full of useful suggestions, it is 
a Sunday school teacher’s dream! 

Jill C Dudman 


Free at Last — The Story of Martin 
Luther King 
by R J Owen 


Bible Smuggler — The Story of 
Brother Andrew 
by David Wallington 


‘Free at Last’ tells in 30 pages of the life 
and death of Martin Luther King and in 
simple, uncluttered language, with several 
pictures, how he saw his faith relate to his 
work for black people. Similarly, ‘Bible 
Smuggler’ tells Brother Andrew’s story — 


a man who comes face to face with 
communism as he smuggles Bibles into 
Iron Curtain countries. 

The back of each book contains 
questions about the story, some of which 
are to prompt the younger reader into 
thinking about the faith of King, and 
Brother Andrew, and how it relates to 
them. There are also suggestions for 
discussions, further reading, other useful 
information, where film strips and 
cassettes can be obtained, together with 
ideas on how to act out parts of the 
story, or find out about some of the 
subjects the ‘hero’ was connected with. 
For example. ‘The Civil Rights 
Movement’, Mahatma Ghandi, or Russia 
and the ‘Iron Curtain’. 

Both books, which I suggest are 
for a 10-13 year age group, try to show 
how a particular person’s faith was shown 
in action in their life, how it governed all 
that they did and believed, and how it 
was the goveming factor of all that 
happened in the story. 

Amanda J Dudman 


All in a week’ work 
The ‘Thank Yow Kiss téu 


On Monday { left the doctor’s surgery 
feeling rather low: he has brushed aside 
my thanks for seeing me at short notice 
with the words ‘I am not interested’. 


On Tuesday in the busy market three 
youngsters stole our money bag and £40. 


On Wednesday a well spoken young 
woman in a fur coat walked off with a 
felt hat and a pair of gloves while we were 
both busy serving. 


On Thursday a lady from Sandwich 
asked me to fit her two sons out with 
gloves. I gave the elder (a 12 year old) a 
pair that would fit him and he instantly 
put them on the younger boy (a nine year 
old). As he took them, he turned to his 
mother and in an Australian accent said, 
‘What do I do with them?’ His mother 
laughed and explained . . . ‘We live in 
Australia and they have never seen snow!’ 


On Friday three young Persian men were 
arguing fiercely with our neighbour, a 
trader who sold blankets, eiderdowns and 


towels. They had made him take SOp off 
every article and the total came to £36. 
‘We'll give you 35’, ‘No’, came the 
answer, ‘Ill put them back.’ ‘Don’t give 
in’ I said to him. ‘We'll put these in the 
car and come back and sort her out’ said 
the buyers. ‘She’s siding with him, 
English women are like that’. ‘Who are 
you going to sort out, sunshine?’ said a 
six foot three, well built trader. “There 
are enough of us here to sort you out 
too’. The three paid up and moved off. 
Someone followed them to the next stall 
and told the trader not to back down on 
his picek 


Saturday was extremely cold. The first 
customer was a pretty Eastern lady 
expecting a second child. I fitted the little 
girl out with mittens, then the mother. 
She hung back, after her husband had 
paid me and moved on, ‘Tell me, do you 
wear these gloves inside the house or 
out? she asked. We stood in the bitter 
cold all day. The snow clouds were heavy 
overhead. It began to get very dark. We 
packed our goods away early: no-one 


wanted to be in the market when the 
snow came down. Everyone was busy 
getting ready to move out. We shouted 
goodbyes to each other with the words: 
‘God Bless’, ‘Take Care’, or ‘Be Lucky’. 


Then a mother and four children hurried 
towards me. ‘Could you fit them all with 
gloves or mittens’ she said. ‘Sorry I’m so 
late’. I fitted them one by one. The last 
was a three year old mongol boy who 
pulled my coat. ‘He wants to kiss you’ his 
mother said. I bent down, he kissed me 
on the cheek and said ‘thank you’. As we 
drove along we passed the little family 
walking home quickly, because now it 
was getting very cold. We drove home and 
emptied the car just as it began to snow. 


As I served dinner, I looked out of the 
window at the thick carpet of snow and I 
thought of the little boy. But we were 
home safe and dry and that kiss was my 
reward and this was the beginning of the 
arctic winter of 1979. 


My Toc H prayer sprang to mind ‘To 
serve and not to ask for any reward’, 
because ‘thank you’ in the very young is 
uncommon. Among young people and 
adults it is used often, but in young 
children it’s so very rare. They seem to 
accept without comment. My own ‘thank 
you’ given to the doctor had been so out 
of place on Monday, but it was delightful 
to receive the mongol boy’s ‘thank you’ 
on Saturday. 
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Open Forum 


Thank You! = 
+> 
Please may I say a big ‘thank vou’ to 
Toc H and all it stands for. Myself and 
my three sons have just had a smashing 
holiday at East Runton through this 
marvellous group of people. I would 
never have been able to afford to take my 
children on holiday as we are a one 
parent family. If only all those people 
who contributed towards the holiday 
could have seen my boys’ faces light up, 
I'm sure they would have thought it was 
worth it. I would like to say a special 
thank you to Mrs Ali Sheppard who 
organised the holiday. Thanks to her, 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
We had a trip on the Norfolk Broads and 
a steam train ride from Sheringham. 
Thank you very much Toc H. 


L Jones 
Northampton 


Through you 1 would like to thank 
Sunderland Branch of Toc H for the great 
honour they paid me on 28 March when 
they featured me in ‘This is Your Life’. 
This was to celebrate my 50 years of 
service in the Movement. 

] would like to say a special thank 
you to our Pilot Eric Frankland for the 
many months of research he made to 
make the programme possible. Eric was 
the man with the Red Book. Where he 
and other members of the Branch got all 
the information from is beyond me. 
Never did so many people keep so many 
secrets from me. This included my own 
daughter Judith. 

Joe Bell on behalf of the rest of 
the members of my Branch presented me 
with an inscribed silver tankard. 

Among the many letters sent to 
me was one from our Director, Ken 
Prideaux-Brune. Thank you Ken, your 
letter is safely inside my Red Book. 

The evening finished with a 
terrific ‘Nosh Up* provided by our 
members’ wives. Thank you, girls. 

At 68 years of age I’m in the 
twilight of my life, but so long as my 
health and strength remains, I shall 
continue my service in Toc H. 

Once again my sincere thanks to 
all concerned. 


Jack Nicholson 
Sunderland. 


Toc H and Politics 


How does Beryl Hammond (letter, June 
1980) think that one could meet the need 
of Britain’s invalids without hospitals? 
Would she feel it sufficient to minister to 
12 


some of the needs of some of the sick 
who are near her, doing her bit for the 
few she can reach in the neighbourhood 
but disclaiming any responsibility for the 
millions of others in need of care? 
Hospitals — their upkeep, development 
and use — are part of political action. It 
is crass to keep saying that Toc H should 
keep out of politics which ‘split and 
destroy’. That does not mean that Toc H 
members who agree with me about this 
would think political action by itself 
enough. Beryl] Hammond should consider 
whether, in dissociating herself and others 
from Fred Bailey (she loves ‘little Fred 
Bailey’, they all love ‘little Fred Bailey” 
for his ‘quiet, kindly ways’ — there’s 
Toc H ‘fair thinking’ for you!) is not just 
wrapping herself and others in the soft 
cloak of ‘the right side’. She is, at least, 
saying, ‘We're all right! — but little Fred 
Bailey isn’t! Take comfort from that, as 
we do in Devon!’ Has she or any member 
of the two ‘happy Branches’ read Marx? 
If not, has she or anyone else in the 
‘happy Branches’ the right to imply that 
Fred Bailey is so misguided that no 
‘tight thinking’ person could possibly 
agree with him? It would be as great a 
blasphemy to condemn without 
knowledge a Right Wing member. It only 
needs now someone to say that the 
Branches are being taken over by the 
‘Lefties’ (‘Old Ted, the other night, did 
you notice, said he was partly doubtful 
about parts of Mrs Thatcher’s policy — 
we'll have to watch him!) or by 
‘Righties’, and everybody will be happy 
with an unthinking row. Can we, though, 
be spared letters stating that by 
‘political’, ‘party political’ was meant etc. 
That is as vapid an argument as one could 
find. Not political? Under a repressive 
regime, Nazi or any other as madly 
repressive, would it be enough to visit 
the victims, bring them personal comfort, 
without lifting a political finger to try to 
alter the evil at its source? We none of us 
know how we would act in such a 
Situation. The important point is how we 

m comparative safety — think now 
what the right should be in such a 
situation. B D Brown touches on this in 
his fine letter in the same (June) issue. Is 
he right, though, in saying that Christ 
accepted, and asks us to accept ‘whatever 
comes without resistance’? Without 
killing the opponent, undoubtedly, yes — 
but Christ and followers of Christ like 
Lord MacLeod of Fuinary, resist, by 
thought, word, prayer and action the 
evil that they see. but with love for the 
opponent; and with the emphasis on 
creation of good far more than on the 
destruction of evil. Even our muddled 
humanity would not have crucified Christ 


unless He had been considered by some 

in work and action, a threat. 
Toc H is astonishing! Colin 
Campbell — if I identify him rightly — is 
one of the men we most admire for his 
integrity and sacrifices for his principles, 
but his letter (May 1980) is so full of 
illogicalities and non sequiturs that I 
thought there would be a flood of letters 
in answer. The June edition of Poinr 
Three has no answer. No doubt we were 
all, including Tom Gulliver, waiting for 
each other! Well, let that be! All this 
confusion of ideas, lack of ideas, surges of 
thought to the brain (there were at least 
two other letters like that in the May 
issue) and inadequacies of interpretation 
(all right — including mine!) are signs of 
Renaissance — muddled, belated 
Renaissance — in Toc H. Let hope be in 
that watchword ‘Muddled Renaissance’! 
Thank God for B D Brown's letter! 
That does give many of us faith — not 
only in Toc H! 


Oliver Wilkinson 
Oxford 


to be. 


Point Three 


... I am getting a little tired of picking 
up my monthly copy of Point Three to 
find so many political points of view in 
it. We are not a political Movement and | 
feel that we hear enough political 
arguments in the newspapers and on 
television without filling an otherwise 
interesting publication with them. 

Members please send your political 
points of view to the newspapers and not 
to Toc H. 


Christine Cowton 
Aull 


Inter-Faith Dialogue 


Ray Goodway’s letter in the May issue is 
puzzling. As a man of deep commitment 
in Christian living, he questions the 
tightness of worship involvement with 
those of other beliefs. He quotes Jesus’ 
authoritative ‘I am’ saying of being the 
Way, Truth and Life, and that only 
through Him can we attain the dignity of 
being members of His Father’s family. 
Jesus teaches in this ‘I am’ the complete 
fusion of the spiritual and secular, the 
mystical and material. This being so, I 
would have thought that a committed 
Christian in his worship, word, work and 
thinking could stimulate a fecling in those 
of other faiths that there is something 
lacking in their spiritual lives. For their 
involvement in worship with our faith as 
summarised in the creeds, must cause 
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them to ponder on the beauty of 
Christian living, and not risk, as Ray 
quotes from Matthew, ‘of denying Jesus 
before men’. Our faith offers the 
assurance in eternal living and the quiet 
power of the Holy Spirit in our earthly 
mission. From this arises the inward 
strength to encourage a process of 
thinking on the positive merit of a 
Christian life in all its above aspects, 

In worship we offer ourselves to 
the service of our Father God in a spirit 
of humility, thanksgiving and praise. 
We do so because He made us for Himself 
and enshrouds us with His divine love. He 
gives us eternal love. On this worship 
pattern I am confident that, in mixed 
faith worship, a weakening of ours cannot 
arise. No, we can carry on Jesus’ mission 
in His public ministry in showing by 
example the deep value and joy in the 
Christian way of life. Then others would 
be drawn into the Christian family. 

Is this not, also, the Toc H task of 
bridge building beyond the confines of 
division in our Anglican church, having 
in mind the mixed communities in race 
and culture? 


Leslie Pritchard 
Taunton, Somerset 


The second editorial in your March issue 
Stated that the custom of wearing a leek 
on St David’s Day was unhistorical. * 

According to lessons we received 
in school, it was very historical, linked 
with an ancient ballad on a famous battle. 

The English had tried to disguise 
themselves in British uniforms. The King 
of the British (I have forgotten his name) 
discovered the ruse and ordered his men 
to wear a wild leek in their caps to 
distinguish themselves. The daffodil 
came into use because their leaves and 
corms are similar to the leek. The battle 
took place and was won on ‘Good St 
David’s Day’. 


The first line of the ballad is: 
‘Where good king — — led on the British 
Arnis 


He bade his men ne’re fret nor grieve’. 
I can’t remember the rest. 


Megan John 
Corsham, Wilts. 


se Columns (including any editori 
of the Toc H Moven 


ial comment) are those af ibe 


[am becoming very concerned about the 
future of Toc H both at local and at 
national level, More and more Branches 
scem to be dying as older members either 
pass away or become unable to share in 

Branch activities because of the disable- 

ment of old age. There seem to be fewer 

new members entering Toc H than there 
are older members leaving and now is the 
time to ask ourselves a few questions. 

l. Who is the youngest member in 
your Branch and why is there 
nobody younger? 

25 Is membership of your Branch 
testricted to men or to women? 
If so, why? 

Be Would it be in the interest of 
Toc H generally and locally if 
your older members were to 
change their hard line ideas and 


sponsored wheelchair race along the 
Esplanade which raised £200 for a new 


Men’s Branch presenting a £150 cheque 
to Mrs C Robinson for the local Sue 


1t. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
‘ill be considered for publication. 


invite some younger people to 

run the Branch in their way? 

Last November I attended Central 
Council and found that 75% of 
Councillors present seemed to be over 60 
years old while there was only one 17 
year old. The views and ideas of these 
older members may be good and valuable 
but are they discouraging younger people 
from joining Toc H and in so do holding 
Toc H back? 

The time has come for Toc H to 
move forward with younger members at 
the helm. Before you elect any officers 
in the future, please look round for a 
younger member who may do the job just 
as well as the older one and give him/her 
a chance. 


Steve Cowton 
Central Councillor, Hull 


Weymouth Branch recently organised a local guide for the disabled. Here, sume 


of the competitors line up for the start. 


The Chairman of Biggleswade (Beds) Ryder Home. The money was part of the 


sunt raised at last year’s Toc H Bonanza. 
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Discrimination 
in South Africa 


by Dion Roder 


Dion Roder is an Afrikaner patriot and a 
Toc H member — he is in fact Vice- 
Chairman of Toc H Southern Africa. He 
was moved to write the following piece 
by his reaction to part of the Director’s 
article in the March issue of Point Three. 
In the closing paragraphs of that article, 
Ken Prideaux-Brune gave some of the 
reasons why he — and some black South 
African members he had met in Cape 
Town — were opposed to the Lions Tour 
of South Africa. 


Everything being considered, I feel that 
I am quite qualified to write on the 
subject of discrimination in South Africa. 
In addition I sincerely hope that you will 
agree that South Africa has had a very 
negative press in the UK during the last 
20 years or so. Although I haven’t been in 
the UK, I base my opinion on newspapers 
from the UK which are sold in this 
country. Be that as it may, I will also 
state categorically that South Africa as a 
white society has done more than enough 
to everybody else in this country to 
deserve this bad press. What does upset 
me though is the fact that the people 
with the firmest ideas about what is good 
for South Africa and race relations in this 
country are those who were never here; 
or at most spent a couple of weeks here, 
mostly in the company of Blacks or 
Coloured and never spoke to any of the 
so-called ‘oppressors’. 


Being a very proud Afrikaner, extremely 
dedicated to my country and raised in an 
atmosphere where everything English was 
to be distrusted, | hope you will bear 
with me when ] do get worked up in 
trying to picture ‘our’ side of the story. 
Just for background: My great-great- 
grandfather was hanged by the British 
Colonial Government for treason, my 
grandfather was interned for being born 
in Germany (but naturalised in South 
Africa for many years) and my 
great-grandfather was interned during the 
first World War. At the same time two of 
my father’s cousins died fighting for the 
Allies in the Western Desert. My family 
has always voted for the National Party 
and I personally think that an Afrikaner 
or group of Afrikaners will ultimately 
save South Africa from ruin. Both our 
Prime Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition are Afrikaners, so 1 can't be 
far wrong. Several Afrikaners have been 
banned under security legislation and 
young Afrikaners are more aware and 
concerned with the moral and political 
problems in this country than is generally 
being assumed. 


In a Movement such as Toc H we have 
one of the very rare opportunities to 
meet Black people on a social level and 
this is one of the major reasons why | 
remain in Toc H. In most other places 
where one tries to get to know them, 
there are social barriers or other 
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obstacles, including distrust or 
accusations of condescension which make 
it difficult to make effective contact. Just 
a small point: Toc H became multi-racial 
in this country without any pressure from 
the UK or elsewhere. As an Afrikaner, 
nobody forced me to join Toc H and asa 
supporter of the present Government, 
there seems to be no anomaly in my 
feeling at home in Toc H. That is the 
point: in many other movements 
concerned with human and racial 
relationships, Afrikaners have made their 
mark and continue to contribute. 


I wish you could read the Afrikaans 
newspapers. No ways does the editorial 
content of those newspapers create the 
impression of sullen compliance with 
pressure from some fear imposing group 
of people in the UK and other countries. 
One does not create compassion with 
pressure but rather creates resentment. If 
you force me to accept a Black in my 
house as a guest, you will only create 
resentment and J! will be a very 
ungracious host. Therefore, to state that 
pressures from overseas were mostly or 
even solely responsible for social change 
in this country is at best an insult to the 
average white person in this country. It 
implies that he has no conscience of his 
own and that anything he does to ease 
conflict and suffering in South Africa is 
the result of some glorious and powerful 
pressure from overseas. 


I can assure you that there is more 
resentment in South Africa from the 
average Afrikaner towards a Dutchman 
than towards a Black person because the 
Dutch nation has apparently undertaken 
a crusade of vilification against this 
country without even trying to 
understand the issues. That unbending 
disparagement of everything White in this 
country and glorification of everything 
Black is doing more harm to racial 
relations here than everything the 
conservatives can do. 


It is absolutely heartbreaking to attend a 
political meeting and listen to a man of 
the calibre of P W Botha speaking on 
social reform: then to hear some member 
of the audience asking why change is 
necessary: nothing we do will ever 
satisfy the ‘pressure groups’ overseas. ‘Let 
us say to hell with changes: sanctions 


won't kill us and our army can lick 
anything in Africa and anything that can 
be carted here over the oceans. Look at 
Rhodesia: For 14 years they defied the 
world — only 250,000 Whites. How long 
won’t our four million last with all our 
resources?’ That attitude fills me with 
despair. They sound logical because they 
accept the same premise that many 
English do: That it is only pressure from 
overseas that caused change in South 
Africa. And you are both largely wrong. 


The misery in the Black areas (as it occurs 
in any poverty stricken area) moves the 
largest percentage of Whites in this 
country to pity because they are basically 
compassionate, decent people and not 
because some ogre across the waves 
frightens them. We have a terribly long 
way to go: it is an educational process to 
break down the prejudices of centuries. 


Do you think that it is an easy thing for a 
man to accept that he cannot be harmed 
when he is requested to turn himself over 
to a 4:1 majority’s mercy without any 
safeguards? Don’t you think the Whites in 
the UK are without any fears in areas 
where Black people form a significant 
percentage? Do you think it will lessen 
their fears and force them to co-operate if 
you stop soccer teams (say in the first 
league) playing against their soccer team? 
For the average Britisher his soccer seems 
even more of a religion than Rugby is to 
the Afrikaner to judge by the emotional 
reaction of the average spectator, the 
violence around the fields and the 
hooliganism on the stations and trains. Or 
are the news media in South Africa only 
publishing one side of the story? 


Would someone tell me in simple words 
what you hope to achieve by keeping the 
Lions touring team in the UK? 

following 


What is wrong with the 


assumption? 


l, as an average South African White, 
have had to give up certain of my 
privileges such as job reservation and 
segregated hotels, sports stadiums and 
theatres with the promise of more 
changes to come. All these leave me 
slightly apprehensive but on the whole 
most of us accept it. At the same time we 
are trying to change the attitude of both 


Please 
Note 


Deeds of | 
Covenant 


Under the terms of this year’s Finance 
Act, new Covenants may now be taken 
out for a minimum of four years 
instead of seven. 


If you pay the standard rate of Income 
Tax (30%), then for every £1 you pay 
to Toc H under a Deed of Covenant. 
we can reclaim another 43p for your 
Regional funds. 


Anyone wishing to start subscribing 
under this scheme should write to: 
Finance Secretary, Toc H, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT, 
asking for the appropriate Deed of 
Covenant Form. 


CEC 


ie 


meet at Clayfon Hou: ai 


d wef aai - 


> = 


¥ 


Photo: Crawley & Dsitrict Observer 


The Central Executive Committee holds one of its meetings each year outside London. 


seizing the opportunity to meet local members and to share with them some of their 
thinking. In May they met over a weekend at Crawley. At a part social, part 
information gathering on the Friday evening, the CEC met residents of the House, 
local members, the Management Committee and representatives of the Civic 
Authority, of local education and of the Social Services. The discussions on main 
issues on the Saturday afternoon were shared by a large number of Sussex and Surrey 
members, Altogether, more than 150 people took part in the weekend. 

The picture shows (L to R) Revd John Hull, Toc H Chaplain, Peter Longley, 
Chairman of the Clayton House Management Committee, Ken Prideaux-Brune, 


Director, Lancelot 


Prideaux-Brune, a 


Toc H Founder Member, and Mrs 


Prideaux-Brune, Rose Radford, CEC Chairman and Gilbert Francis, the Movement’s 


General Secretary. 


the English and Afrikaans conservatives. 
Because we feel slightly smug at our 
daring, we invite various sports 
administrators to South Africa to see the 
changes. We show them how large groups 
of Whites and Blacks are playing sport 
together while we are trying to hide both 
the white and black hardheads who refuse 
to compromise. We send a racially mixed 
team overseas to the UK — a strong team 
containing 2/3 Blacks and Coloureds. 
Now comes the crunch. We would love to 
get some recognition for the changes we 
made. We did what we regard was 
required to get international rugby and 
cricket tours. Surely it is a political 
decision all the way. I don’t have to bea 
politician to make a political decision. 
And now what happens? In the UK there 
is a feeling that the Afrikaner made 
Rugby his god. The average Briton feels 
that somebody should be punished for 
the slow pace of change in South Africa 

. . and who is the prime candidate? The 
Afrikaner. 


That attitude is the one which drives me 
to distraction. Two obdurate bodies of 
opinion making it impossible for the 
average South African to change. Why.the 
hell try then? Because the moment 
enough pressure does get exerted so that 
the average conservative South African 
does start to feel it, he will dig his heels in 
so smartly and withdraw in his laager at 
such a speed that all the good work of 
many years will be destroyed. 


It is so heartrendingly futile at times to 
try and argue with either side of the 


political spectrum. They don’t want to 
compromise and anything is grabbed to 
serve as illustration that his or her 
attitude is the right one. I believe with all 
my heart that this Lions tour will do 
more to prove to the conservative 
element in this country that change is 
advisable, than the cancellation of the 
tour will do. The sight of a black man in 
the (Afrikaner) godly vestments of green 
and gold taking the field against the 
Lions will allay more fears and suspicions 
than the withdrawal of the tour. Believe 
me, I’ve heard both sides. 


The bare fact that the Lions were coming 
caused people such as Danie Craven and 
the Prime Minister to deal quite harshly 
with sports administrators and politicians 
who spoke out against the steps taken to 
integrate rugby. There would have been 
no incentive to do otherwise if the tour 
wasn't on the cards. 


It is not against you readers that this 
tirade is aimed but against the unfair 
attitudes detailed supra — especially when 
they appear in Point Three! | strangly 
disagree with the assumption that the 
taking place of the tour will strengthen 
the hands of the hard-liners. It is only an 
assumption not based on fact while the 
contrary scems to be happening and 
vindicating my stance with the force with 
which the tour is being protected. 


Maybe I wasted my time. Maybe our two 
attitudes are so far apart that I will never 
be able to get across to you, let alone 
convince you. But that | don't really 


believe. Do give us a chance. Things are 
bad enough trying to change the attitudes 
inside the country without having to 
battle our friends overseas. 


I believe so deeply in the destiny in this 
country that I will never leave it. Too 
many of my relatives have died to make 
the idea of a Republican South Africa 
work, for me to give it up. And I 
sincerely believe that the struggle which 
the Afrikaner went through to realise his 
ideal of his own country will eventually 
make all of us realise that the Black man 
has the same idealism and that we should 
grant him his little place in the sun along- 
side me. Then this country will come into 
its own. Just imagine a unified South 
Africa: As divided as we are we are 
economically the 14th strongest in the 
world . . . how strong won’t we become 
when we are really unified in our 
endeavours? 


It is basic psychology that one gets more 
out of a person by a system of rewards 
than with punishment. And I see this tour 
as a quid pro quo for some of the hard 
work that has gone into our changing 
scene until now. You must remember 
that future tours can be rewards for 
future changes. No change no tour. 


Maybe my words only illustrate how 
paranoiac some South Africans can be 

. or maybe they can be read as a 
positive illustration of conviction and 
attitude of even an Afrikaner. 


With all of my best wishes. 
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A Day of Nostalgia < 
-Not Quite! sn sanes 


The venue is perhaps the most beautiful 
part of Middlesbrough, approached 
through an avenue of trees some half to 
three quarters of a mile long. The whole 
of the area has a history dating back to 
the Normans, but a new piece of history 
was being made. Using the money the 
Teesside DEC had received, we held a 
Garden Party for our families, friends, 
members, ex-members, builders and any 
others who thought they had a right 
to be present. Five hundred invitation 
cards were issued. Additionally a large 
number of friends received verbal 
invitations. 


On 17 May at 10 am, a small groùp of 
men and women assembled at Acklam 
Sixth Form College, Middlesbrough to 
begin preparations for our Teesside 
District ‘Thank You’ Garden Party. 


The weather during our planning period 
had been typically ‘North Eastern’ but 
like the rest of the country we were 
blessed on the day with perfect weather, 
which obviously helped to increase the 
number of our guests. We provided food 
and drink, outdoor games, a brass band, 
Scottish dancers, Morris dancers and a 
variety of¢ activities, games etc. A First 


Festival Year Diary 


North Wales 
and North Wesi 


North Wales and North West Region 
are holding their Regional Festival in 
Northwich, Cheshire on Saturday 
12 July. 


Gather at St Helen’s Church, Witton, 
Northwich at 3 pm for a Thanksgiving 
Service (Celebrant Revd E J Basil 
Jones MA LLB). 


Buffet tea at 4.30 pm. 
Entertainment from 6.30 pm. 


All are welcome. Enquiries and ticket 
applications to: Bill Williams, The 
Brelands, Shrewsbury Road, Prees, 
Whitchurch, Shropshire. 

(Tel: Whitchurch 840628) 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three Magazine Rates of display advertisc- 
ments can be obtained from the Editorial 
Oftice, Toc H. 1 Forest Close, Wendover. 
Telephone. 0296 623911 


Christian Penfriends Nationwide. Singles 
holidays. Weekend Houseparties. Local 
froups. Sincere males specially welcomed. 
Details: G l Fellowship, Dept/B23, 


Fdenthorpe, Doncaster. (SAF) 


pd 
Aid Station, manned by the British R 
Cross, dealt with one casualty. Plenty 
of seats and people did the rest. 


It proved to be a day of fellowship 
and fun, care and conversation and ease 
and entertainment. Friendships were 
made and renewed, people asked about 
Toc H and what does it do? Enquiries 
about membership were made. Members 
and friends worked hard in the kitchen 
serving people, while others moved 
furniture, organised activities etc. It was 
a team effort and at times a moving 
experience. 


Our ‘Thank You’ event was an expression 
of a sincere need to acknowledge our 
indebtedness to the many who are on the 
perimeter of our Movement. 


Come ‘Kimboltoning: 


Northants District invite members, 
families and friends to join them in 
celebrating Festival Year at Kimbolton 
Castle on 30 August. 

(Kimbolton, Cambs, on the main A45) 
There is ample parking space and the 
setting is beautiful. 


The programme is: 

2.30-3pm - Tea and biscuits as 
you arrive, 

Tours of castle and 
church, time to 
explore Kimbolton, 
relax on the lawns or 
stroll in the park. 
Rededication service 
led by Revd Crispin 
White. 

Tea. A packed tea 
will be provided 


3.154.30pm 


4.45-5 30pm 


5.45-6.15pm 


(cost 50p) or you 
can bring your own 
picnic. 
Ceremony of Light, 
followed by an 
address from George 
Lee and a ‘roll call’ 
8.30pm Home going prayers 
The charge for the full day is 60p a 
person (plus the price of a packed tea 
if you order one) or, for the evening 
only 25p. 


Please order your tickets for entry 
(and for tea if you want it) from: 


Mrs Ali Sheppard, 1 Saxby Close, 
Wellingborough, Northants, enclosing 
a SAE for reply. Closing date for 
applications is Saturday 16 August. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welkomes Toc H 
parties and individual 


visitors to this lovely old 
city within casy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
uble, modernised hotel. 
Quiet sittation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mrs Jules Lieter!, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1. 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 3398. 


Conwy, dinner and B & B. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, idui for walking, touring, near sea 
and mountains. Terms C48 per week. Doreen 
und Bill Baxter. Llys Gwilym Guest House, 
3 Mountain: Road. Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: 049 263 2351. 


Lee on Solent, Hampshire. House, 3 bedrooms, 
2 reception, mins sea. Telephone: 0329. 


Weymouth -- Bed, breakfast and evening meal. 
Weekend breaks £12, weeks from £35. Open 
all year. Bar, frec parking, reductions for 
children. Small coach parties also weleame. Mrs 
Cole, Kirtleton House, 21 Kirtleton Avenuc, 
Weymouth, Telephone: (0305) 785296. 


Accommodation and Small Group conference 
20 minutes Central London. Single, double, 
four, five bedded rooms, Bed, breakfast, dinner 
£6.67. Study, library, chapel, television cte. 
YMCA, Stockwell Road, London SW9 9ES. 
Telephone: 01 274 7861/3. 


Keen collector requires pre-1 930 Postcards. Will 
make generous offers. Contact: Mrs Crook, 
42 Forest Way, Higheliffe, Christchurch, 
Dorset. Telephone: (0425) 4941. 


Raise funds quickly, casily, Superb ball-pens. 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ete gold stumped ta 
your requirements, Details: Northern Novelties. 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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